208 JOHANNESBURG TRAMS AND INDIANS

Elsewhere will be found printed a letter addressed to the Town Clerk,1
Johannesburg, by the Chairman of the British Indian Association at
Johannesburg, with reference to the proposed regulations for the use of
the electric tram-cars by Coloured people. We have no hesitation in
endorsing Mr, Abdul Gani's plea. The recommendations made by the
General Manager are very arbitrary, and the fact that they have been
withdrawn temporarily need not lull Indians into a false sense of security,
for they have been withdrawn, not because the Town Council is actuated
by any greater regard for Indians than the General Manager, but because
the time, so it is said, is not ripe, as the tram-cars are not to run for
some time. The use of the public tram-cars in Johannesburg, as elsewhere,
is a question, not merely of sentiment, but of pecuniary importance. Indian
businessmen, and other Coloured people, have as great a right to public
conveyances as any other community of Johannesburg. They form part
of the body politic; they are called upon to bear the burdens of citizenship
by way of payment of taxation, etc., and the Johannesburg municipality
finds it difficult to deprive them of the right of using the municipal tram-
cars. Any regulations that may be passed will have to be sanctioned by
the Lieutenant-Governor; and let us hope that, should the regulations,
to which we have drawn public attention, be ever sent to His Excellency,
he will have no hesitation in exercising his right of veto.
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209. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI
[JOHANNESBURG,]
'   Saturday, February 17, 1906
MY DEAR CHHAGANLAL,
I am sending some Gujarati material today. And the rest will be
posted tomorrow. In so far as it is possible, I shall send the "Johannes-
burg Letter" every week, It will be desirable to assign it the same place
[every week]. You should divide the Gujarati pages into sections and see
that, as far as possible, a particular type of material always appears in
the same place.
Do spend a day every week visiting some outside town, so that you
can also send in a despatch about that place. Do not fail to write me
a detailed letter every week. How is Hemchand doing?
Please correct all the Gujarati material carefully.  Make sure that
1 Vide p. 186.